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Registrations to stop for Utility-Type Vehicles (UTVs);
rules for golf carts under review by lawmakers

On September 15, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will stop accepting new registrations for Utility-Type Vehicles (UTVs) 
TxDOT’s Vehicle Titles and Registration Division (VTR) announced today that it will begin classifying all UTVs as All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), meaning the UTVs will no longer be allowed on public roads. UTVs with current registration will be allowed on the streets until the registration expires. 
Brand names include but are not limited to Kawasaki Mule, John Deere Gator, Polaris Ranger, Yamaha Rhino and Grizzly, and Kubota RTV. 
While the vehicles will not be registered, state law provides an exception for farmers and ranchers who drive up to 25 miles for agricultural purposes, and for law enforcement and utility workers to use on the job.

“TxDOT’s goal is to enhance safety.  We believe that taking these vehicles off public roads will do just that,” said Rebecca Davio, VTR director. “Unfortunately, too many people are using these vehicles to avoid high gas prices, and they are driving them on roadways where they are not permitted.”
The division will continue to register golf carts until lawmakers determine if changes are needed in state law.
The Center for Injury Research and Policy, a part of Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, released a study in June reporting a 132 percent increase in golf cart -related injuries from 1990 to 2006. The study also found that those injured while driving on public streets were more likely to require hospitalization, and that 30 percent involved children under 16 years of age.

Rising gas prices have created a trend in Texas of purchasing golf carts and other slow-moving vehicles as a way to save fuel costs, added Davio. 
“This trend has resulted in a review of state law and TxDOT’s own policies in regard to golf carts, ATVs and similar vehicles,” she said. 

VTR began registering golf carts in 1997, but the original intent was to use the vehicles on public roads with low speeds, 35 mph or less. 
“While common sense would tell you not to operate golf carts in high-speed traffic there are no state laws that prohibit it,” she added. “We’re now getting reports of these vehicles showing up on roads with higher speed limits, and we are concerned not only for the people in golf carts but for those in cars and trucks that must share the road with these slow-moving vehicles. We are grateful that lawmakers are going to study the issue.”

For more information on ATVs and golf carts, visit www.txdot.gov and enter “golf carts” in the homepage search engine. 
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