Summary
Purpose:  To reorganize Chapters 501, 502, 504, and 520, of the motor vehicle statutes of the Transportation Code in order to improve customer service and increase operational efficiency. 

Background:  In 1995, these statutes were re-codified from Vernon’s Civil Statutes to the Texas Transportation Code with essentially no change in content, with Section 504 being added in 2003. However, there has not been a comprehensive review or reorganization of substance until now. 

The provisions of the bill support the department’s Vision 21 initiative.  This initiative seeks to put “customers first” as operational and technology solutions are developed to administer statutory vehicle registration and title responsibilities.  With this in mind, the bill improves the arrangement, reduces the redundancy and provides the flexibility needed to administer the statutory provisions of these Chapters at both the state and local levels.  Through this standardization and simplification the laws can be more efficiently administered, technology solutions will be less costly to implement, and public understanding of the requirements of the laws will be greatly improved.  

Problem:  The statutes have become confusing and outdated, particularly in areas where mandated provisions limit the ability to use the most efficient means (e.g. automated rather than manual solutions) to satisfy the statutes’ core requirements.  

Rulemaking Authority:  The department has rulemaking authority under these Chapters.
======================================


Topic
Sections
Chapter 501:
Titles
1 - 70
Chapter 502:  
Registration
71 - 166
Chapter 504:  
License Plates
167 - 214
Chapter 520:  
Miscellaneous
215 - 229
Changes made to

subjects of interest: 
Sections
Statutes
         Salvage Dealers:  
35-49 
§501.091- 501.110
Specialty License plates

                         Military:
180-181  
§504.3011 - 504.315
     Government Official: 
182-190   
§504.400 - 504.4061
              Organizations: 
191-196       
§504.414 - 504.502
Subchapter I, Electronic

            Titling System:
70
§501.171-501.179 

SECTION 1.  Sec. 501.002.  DEFINITIONS.  Amends Sec. 501.002 to revise definitions to provide for electronic titles, conforms several definitions to definitions in other chapters and the Occupations Code, adds definitions, and clarifies definitions. Removes terms that have been combined in other definitions or are no longer relevant. 

SECTION 2.  The heading to Section 501.003 is amended to read as follows:  Sec. 501.003.  PURPOSE [CONSTRUCTION].
SECTION 3.  Sec. 501.004.  APPLICABILITY.   Clarifies Sec. 501.004(a)  as to the applicability to certain motor vehicles. 
SECTION 4.  Sec. 501.0041  [501.131].  RULES [;  FORMS].  Renumbers Sec. 501.131 and deletes the requirement that the department provide forms as the forms are now available to each county on the web.

SECTION 5.  Sec. 501.006  [501.159].  ALIAS [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE.  Renumbers Sec. 501.159 and requires that the request for an alias title be verified instead of “written” to include electronic means.

SECTION 6.  Section 501.021  [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE FOR MOTOR VEHICLE.  Amends Sec. 501.021 to allow the title to be electronic, and eliminates some of required information to obtain a title.

SECTION 7.  Section 501.022   MOTOR VEHICLE [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE REQUIRED.  Changes the title of Sec. 501.022 and includes issuance of an electronic title under Subchapter I.

SECTION 8.  Section 501.023  APPLICATION FOR [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE.
Allows for electronic applications and titles. 

SECTION 9.  Sec. 501.0234.  DUTY OF VEHICLE DEALER ON SALE OF CERTAIN VEHICLES.  Amends Sec. 501.0234 to allow for electronic titles.

SECTION 10.  Sec. 501.0235.  SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF TITLE APPLICANT [:  AUTOMATED REGISTRATION AND TITLE SYSTEM].  Amends Sec. 501.0235 to allow social security numbers to be entered electronically in all counties, but not printed.

SECTION 11.  
Sec. 501.024.  TITLE RECEIPT.  Amends Sec. 501.024 to eliminate the need for distinguishing between an “original” and “duplicate” title receipt as the information is in the electronic system.

SECTION 12.
Sec. 501.025.  [TITLE RECEIPT REQUIRED ON FIRST SALE;]  MANUFACTURER'S CERTIFICATE REQUIRED ON FIRST SALE.  Amends Sec. 501.025 to allow the department to provide by rule what is required from the manufacturer.  

SECTION 13.
Sec. 501.027.  ISSUANCE OF [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE.  Amends Sec. 501.027 to allow notification of the issuance of the title by means other than by first class mail.

SECTION 14.
Sec. 501.0275.  ISSUANCE OF TITLE FOR UNREGISTERED VEHICLE.  Clarifies, in Sec. 501.0275, that the license plates must be surrendered if they are not being transferred to another vehicle.

SECTION 15.
Sec. 501.0276.  DENIAL OF TITLE RECEIPT, [OR CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE, OR RECORD OF TITLE FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE PROOF OF EMISSIONS TESTING.   Allows for electronic titles.

SECTION 16.
Sec. 501.029.  ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF OWNERSHIP [USE OF REGISTRATION RECEIPT OR TITLE RECEIPT TO EVIDENCE TITLE].  Amends Sec. 501.029 to authorize the electric title to evidence ownership, but not to transfer an interest in or establish a lien on the vehicle.

SECTION 17.   Sec. 501.030.  MOTOR VEHICLES BROUGHT INTO STATE.  Amends Sections 501.030(a), (b), (d), (e), (f), and (g) to allow for electronic titles.

SECTION 18.   Sec. 501.031.  RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIP AGREEMENT.   Clarifies that the rights of survivorship (ROS) agreement authorized by Sec. 501.031 is optional, and provides for an electronic signature.  Removes the requirement that the seller cannot sign the ROS unless the seller is a specific family member.
SECTION 19.  Sec. 501.032.  ASSIGNMENT OF VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION [SERIAL] NUMBER BY DEPARTMENT.  Amends Sec. 501.032 to utilize the term “identification number” instead of “serial number.” 

SECTION 20.
Sec. 501.033.  ASSIGNMENT OF IDENTIFICATION NUMBER BY DEPARTMENT.   Clarifies Sec. 501.033.

SECTION 21.  Sec. 501.0331  [520.011].  MOTOR NUMBER REQUIRED FOR [VEHICLE] REGISTRATION [;  PENALTY]. Renumbers 520.011 and moves the penalty to penalty subchapter.

SECTION 22.  Sec. 501.0332  [520.012].  APPLICATION FOR MOTOR NUMBER RECORD;  [RECORD;  PENALTY]. Renumbers 520.012 to clarify language and moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter.

SECTION 23. Sec. 501.034.  ISSUANCE OF TITLE TO GOVERNMENT AGENCY. Clarifies Sec. 501.034 to allow for electronic titles.

SECTION 24.   Sec. 501.035.  [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE FOR FORMER MILITARY VEHICLE.   Clarifies Sec. 501.035, allows for electronic titles, and corrects a citation.

SECTION 25. Sec. 501.036.  [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE FOR FARM SEMITRAILER.  Updates a citation in 501.036 and allows for electronic titles.

SECTION 26.  Sec. 501.051.  GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL TO ISSUE OR FOR REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF TITLE [CERTIFICATE].  Adds a procedure to Sec. 501.051, authorizing the department to rescind or cancel an application for title if the dealer, applicant, and any lienholder have agreed to rescind the sale of a new vehicle. This will eliminate many title lawsuits.

SECTION 27.  The heading to Section 501.052  is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 501.052.  HEARING ON REFUSAL TO ISSUE OR REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE;  APPEAL.

SECTION 28.   Adds clarifying language to Sec. 501.052 by including rescission and cancellation and allows for electronic titles.
SECTION 29.  Sec. 501.053.  FILING OF BOND AS ALTERNATIVE TO HEARING.   Adds clarifying language to Sec. 501.053 including that the value of a vehicle for bonding purpose may be set by appraisal.  Adds that a fee may be established to cover the costs of administering the bonds.

SECTION 30.  Sec. 501.071.  SALE OF VEHICLE;  TRANSFER OF TITLE.  Clarifies Sec. 501.071.

SECTION 31.  Sec. 501.072.  ODOMETER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT.   Removes some of the process required in Sec. 501.072, regarding the odometer statement as long as the disclosure complies with federal law. Adds the federal exception that an odometer statement is not required for a motor vehicle weighing more than 18,000 pounds.

SECTION 32.  Sec. 501.0721  [520.022].  DELIVERY OF RECEIPT AND TITLE TO PURCHASER[TRANSFEREE ;  PENALTY].   Renumbers Sec. 520.022, and removes the requirement that the registration receipt be delivered to the transferee.  Moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter.

SECTION 33. Sec. 501.074.  TRANSFER OF VEHICLE BY OPERATION OF LAW.   Clarifies Sec. 501.074(a)-(c) and allows for electronic titles.
SECTION 34. Sec. 501.076.  LIMITED POWER OF ATTORNEY.  Clarifies Sec. 501.076(a) and (c)-(e).  Removes some of the portions of the section which refers to the agency relationship and power of attorney as these are established in other law.  Removed some of the process required for odometer statements which complies with information required by the department. 

SECTION 35.   Sec. 501.091.  DEFINITIONS.  Clarifies and amends definitions in Sec. 501.091, including “casual sale” to be consistent with the definition of “Rebuilder” and “salvage vehicle dealer” . References to export vehicles have been removed to be consistent with the repeal of Sec. 501.099.  The requirement to keep a list of salvage dealers from other states is removed due to difficulty in maintaining accurate information.

SECTION 36.  Sec. 501.09111  [501.098].  RIGHTS AND LIMITATIONS OF [HOLDER OF] NONREPAIRABLE VEHICLE TITLE, NONREPAIRABLE RECORD OF TITLE, [OR] SALVAGE VEHICLE TITLE, OR SALVAGE RECORD OF TITLE.   Renumbers Sec. 501.098 and clarifies.
SECTION 37.  Sec. 501.09112  [501.103].  APPEARANCE [COLOR] OF NONREPAIRABLE VEHICLE TITLE OR SALVAGE VEHICLE TITLE. Renumbers and removes the requirement in Sec. 501.103  that nonrepairable and salvage vehicle titles have distinguishing colors to accommodate electronic titles, but continues to require that a printed title distinguish the types of vehicles, and that the electronic title include appropriate remarks.  Removes the ability of the department to provide a stamp to salvage vehicle dealers for marking the title.  This permissive authority has never been used.

SECTION 38.  Sec. 501.09113  [501.101].  OUT-OF-STATE SALVAGE OR REBUILT SALVAGE VEHICLE [ISSUANCE OF TITLE TO MOTOR VEHICLE BROUGHT INTO STATE].   Renumbers 501.101 and removes requirements for specific information on the title.

SECTION 39.   The heading to Section 501.095 is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 501.095.  SALE, TRANSFER, OR RELEASE [OF NONREPAIRABLE MOTOR VEHICLE OR SALVAGE MOTOR VEHICLE].

SECTION 40.   Clarifies Sec. 501.095 (a) and (b) and allows for electronic titles (see #39 above).

SECTION 41.  Sec. 501.097.  APPLICATION FOR NONREPAIRABLE VEHICLE TITLE OR SALVAGE VEHICLE TITLE.  Clarifies Sec. 501.097 and removes requirements for specific information on the application.

SECTION 42.  Sec. 501.100.  APPLICATION FOR REGULAR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR SALVAGE VEHICLE.  Amends Sec. 501.100(a)-(c) and (f) to remove the reference to the regular title fee as $13 is incorrect, removes requirements for specific information on the title, and requires the name of the person from whom the parts were obtained.

SECTION 43.  Sec. 501.1001 [501.092].  [INSURANCE COMPANY TO SURRENDER CERTIFICATES OF TITLE TO CERTAIN] SALVAGE MOTOR VEHICLES OR NONREPAIRABLE MOTOR VEHICLES FOR INSURANCE COMPANIES OR SELF-INSURED PERSONS. Renumbers 501.092 and allows an insurance company to surrender a title not earlier than the 31st day from the current requirement of not earlier than the 46th day to be consistent with the report due under Sec. 501.093.  Incorporates the substance of Sec. 501.094, but deletes the applicability to a vehicle removed from normal operation by the owner since a vehicle could be taken out of operation, but not be a salvage or nonrepairable vehicle. 

SECTION 44.  Sec. 501.1002 [501.093].  OWNER-RETAINED [INSURANCE COMPANY REPORT ON CERTAIN] VEHICLES.  Renumbers 501.093, and adds that the insurance company must notify the owner that it has designated a vehicle as nonrepairable or salvage.
SECTION 45.  Sec. 501.1003 [501.096].  [NONREPAIRABLE MOTOR VEHICLE OR] SALVAGE DEALER RESPONSIBILITIES [MOTOR VEHICLE DISMANTLED, SCRAPPED, OR DESTROYED].   Renumbers 501.096, clarifies and moves the three year recordkeeping provision to 501.105, and allows the department to establish rules for notification if the vehicle was not issued a title. Deletes the requirement that the dealer present evidence to the department of the vehicle’s dismantling, scrapping, or destruction.  This has never been done, and there is no procedure to verify or enforce the provision.

SECTION 46.
Sec. 501.104.  REBUILDER TO POSSESS TITLE OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION.  Clarifies Sec. 501.104.

SECTION 47.  Sec. 501.108 [501.105].  RECORD RETENTION [OF RECORDS RELATING TO CERTAIN CASUAL SALES.
  Renumbers Sec. 501.105 and moves the three year recordkeeping requirement from 501.096. 

SECTION 48. Sec. 501.109 [501.102].  OFFENSES.    Renumbers 501.102 and removes reference to export vehicles as that section is proposed to be repealed.

SECTION 49. Sec. 501.110 [501.106].  ENFORCEMENT OF SUBCHAPTER.    Renumbers Sec. 501.106 and allows for an electronic title.
SECTION 50.  Sec. 501.111.  PERFECTION OF SECURITY INTEREST.   Amends Sec. 501.111(a) to allow for an electronic title.

SECTION 51.   Sec. 501.113.  RECORDATION OF SECURITY INTEREST.    Amends Sec. 501.113(a) to allow for an electronic title.

SECTION 52.  Sec. 501.114.  ASSIGNMENT OF LIEN.   Amends Sec. 501.114 (a) and (c)-(e) to allow for electronic assignment of lien.

SECTION 53.  Sec. 501.115.  DISCHARGE OF LIEN.   Clarifies Sec. 501.115.

SECTION 54.  Sec. 501.116.  CANCELLATION OF DISCHARGED LIEN. Amends Sec. 501.116 to allow for canceling of a lien after ten years instead of six years as there are now ten year loans.
SECTION 55.  Sec. 501.117.  ELECTRONIC LIEN SYSTEM.    No change.  
SECTION 56.  Sec. 501.134.  LOST OR DESTROYED CERTIFICATE OF TITLE.  Clarifies Sec. 501.134 to take out the implication that a certified copy of a title can be issued to anyone by mail.  Removes subsequent certified copies and the requirement to return a recovered title as these will not be necessary with electronic titling, and historically recovered titles are never turned in.

SECTION 57. Sec. 501.135.  RECORD OF STOLEN OR CONCEALED MOTOR VEHICLE.   Removes the requirement in Sec. 501.135(a) to place a stolen notation on the title as the department would not have possession of the title.  The department will place a notation in the record instead.

SECTION 58.  Sec. 501.138.  COLLECTION AND DISPOSITION OF FEES.   Removes expired provisions in Sec. 501.138.
SECTION 59.  Sec. 501.145 [520.031].  FILING BY PURCHASER [TRANSFEREE];  APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF TITLE [AND REGISTRATION].    Renumbers Sec. 520.031 and changes the filing day from the 20th working day to the 30th day after assignment to be consistent with Chapter 501.

SECTION 60. Sec. 501.146 [520.023].  [POWERS AND DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT ON TRANSFER OF USED] VEHICLE TRANSFER NOTIFICATION.  Renumbers Sec. 520.023, clarifies the language and eliminates the ability of the department to charge a fee for filing a notice of transfer as filing is done electronically.

SECTION 61. Sec. 501.147 [520.032].  TITLE TRANSFER [FEE];  LATE FEE.    Renumbers Sec. 520.032, clarifies the language.  The transfer fee is moved to Chapter 502.

SECTION 62.  Sec. 501.148 [520.033].  ALLOCATION OF FEES.  Renumbers Sec. 520.033 and clarifies wording to be consistent with the wording in renumbered Sec.  520.032. 

SECTION 63.   Sec. 501.152.  SALE OR OFFER WITHOUT TITLE RECEIPT OR TITLE.    Amends Sec. 501.152 to allow an electronic title.

SECTION 64.  Sec. 501.153.  APPLICATION FOR TITLE FOR STOLEN OR CONCEALED VEHICLE. Amends Sec. 501.153 to allow for an electronic title.

SECTION 65.  Sec. 501.154.  ALTERATION OF CERTIFICATE OR RECEIPT.  Amends Sec. 501.154 to eliminate the word importer because it is not applicable with the repeal of Sec. 501.099, the export only statute.

SECTION 66.  Sec. 501.155.  FALSE NAME, FALSE INFORMATION, AND FORGERY.  Amends Sec. 501.155 to allow for an electronic title.

SECTION 67.  Sec. 501.158.  SEIZURE OF STOLEN VEHICLE OR VEHICLE WITH ALTERED VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION [SERIAL] NUMBER.   Amends the title of Sec. 501.158 to change “serial” to “vehicle identification” number.

SECTION 68.   Sec. 501.161 [520.035].  EXECUTION OF TRANSFER DOCUMENTS;  PENALTY. Renumbers Sec. 520.035 and allows for an electronic title.

SECTION 69.   Moves the penalty from Sec. 520.011, MOTOR NUMBER REQUIRED FOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION;  PENALTY,   to new Sec. 501.162, MOTOR NUMBER REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION; PENALTY.    Moves the penalty from 520.012, APPLICATION FOR MOTOR NUMBER RECORD;  RECORD;  PENALTY,  to new Sec. 501.163, APPLICATION FOR MOTOR NUMBER RECORD; PENALTY.
SECTION 70.    Creates Subchapter I, ELECTRONIC TITLING SYSTEM, which allows the department to maintain the official records of title electronically. This subchapter outlines the process for electronic recording of titles, and allows the department to offer a discount or collect a fee for electronic funds transfer, credit card, or debit card. It allows collection of any vendor fee or service charge.  This system will help prevent fraud and simplify the sale of motor vehicles.
SECTION 71.  Sec. 502.001.  DEFINITIONS.   Amends the definitions in Sec. 502.001, to conform several definitions to definitions in other chapters, adds new definitions, and moves some definitions from other chapters to this chapter.  This section requires every all-terrain vehicle (ATV) to be titled by removing the portion of the current definition of ATV which requires that the county to determine whether or not the ATV is designed for farming or lawn care and, as such, would not be titled.  
SECTION 72.  Sec. 502.0021.  RULES [AND FORMS].  Amends Sec. 502.0021 and deletes the requirement that the department provide forms as the forms are now available to the counties on the TxDOT web page.
SECTION 73.  Sec. 502.00211 [502.052].  DESIGN OF [LICENSE PLATES AND] REGISTRATION INSIGNIA [;  REFLECTORIZED MATERIAL]. Renumbers Sec. 502.052 and moves the registration insignia information.

SECTION 74.  Sec. 502.0022.  CONSOLIDATED REGISTRATION OF [FLEET] VEHICLES.  Amends Sec. 502.0022 to include Sec. 502.1585 fleet registration.

SECTION 75.  Sec. 502.010 [502.185].  COUNTY SCOFFLAW [REFUSAL TO REGISTER VEHICLE IN CERTAIN COUNTIES].   Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.185.  
SECTION 76.  Revises the title of Subchapter B, Chapter 502 to REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS [STATE ADMINISTRATION].
SECTION 77.     Sec. 502.040  [502.002].  REGISTRATION REQUIRED;  GENERAL RULE.  Renumbers Sec. 502.002. 
SECTION 78.  Sec. 502.041 [502.157]. INITIAL REGISTRATION.  Clarifies and renumbers 502.157.  
SECTION 79.  Sec. 502.042  [502.152].  [CERTIFICATE OF] TITLE REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION.  Clarifies and renumbers 502.152 and removes the exemption to produce a title for registration for vehicles purchased before 1936.

SECTION 80.  Sec. 502.043  [502.151].  APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION.  Renumbers Sec. 502.151 and removes requirements for specific information on the application. 

SECTION 81.   Sec. 502.044  [502.158].  REGISTRATION PERIOD [YEAR]. Clarifies and renumbers 502.158.   Authorizes the department, by rule, to allow payment of up to 84 months.  This is an increase from the previously allowed 36 months.  The 84 months corresponds with the seven years for which a plate is issued. 
SECTION 82.  Sec. 502.045  [502.176].  DELINQUENT REGISTRATION.  Renumbers Sec. 502.176, and removes the list of evidentiary items as it also allows these to be set by rule. 

SECTION 83.  Sec. 502.046  [502.153].  EVIDENCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.  Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.153.
SECTION 84. Sec. 502.047  [502.009].  MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSIONS INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.  Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.009.
SECTION 85.  Sec. 502.048  [502.005].  REFUSAL TO REGISTER UNSAFE VEHICLE. Renumbers Sec. 502.005  and adds the ability to cancel and suspend registration for unsafe vehicles.
SECTION 86. Sec. 502.055.  DETERMINATION OF WEIGHT.  Clarifies Sec. 502.055. Removes the requirement for tonnage.  Benefits customers since most states don’t require tonnage on MCO’s.
SECTION 87.  Sec. 502.057  [502.178].  REGISTRATION RECEIPT.   Renumbers Sec. 502.178, and removes requirements for specific information on the registration receipt.

SECTION 88.  Sec. 502.058  [502.179].  DUPLICATE REGISTRATION RECEIPT.  Renumbers Sec. 502.179. 
SECTION 89.  Sec. 502.059  [502.180].  ISSUANCE OF [LICENSE PLATE OR] REGISTRATION INSIGNIA.  Renumbers Sec. 502.180. Increases the renewal time period to coincide with the seven year registration term.
SECTION 90. Sec. 502.060  [502.184].  REPLACEMENT OF [LOST, STOLEN, OR MUTILATED LICENSE PLATE OR] REGISTRATION INSIGNIA.   Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.184.
SECTION 91.   Revises title of Subchapter C, Chapter 502 to:  SPECIAL REGISTRATIONS [COUNTY ADMINISTRATION]  .
SECTION 92.  Sec. 502.090  [502.0025].  EFFECT OF CERTAIN MILITARY SERVICE ON REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT.  Renumbers Sec. 502.0025.

SECTION 93.  Sec. 502.091  [502.054].  INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION PLAN [AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS; OFFENSE].  Renumbers Sec. 502.054 and amends the title of the section.

SECTION 94. Sec. 502.092  [502.355].  NONRESIDENT-OWNED VEHICLES USED TO TRANSPORT FARM PRODUCTS [; OFFENSE].    Renumbers Sec. 502.355 and moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter.

SECTION 95.   Sec. 502.093  [502.353].  [FOREIGN COMMERCIAL VEHICLES;] ANNUAL PERMITS [; OFFENSE].  Renumbers Sec. 502.353 and moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter, and allows for discount or service charge for credit card payment or escrow account.  
SECTION 96.  Sec. 502.094  [502.352].  72- OR 144-HOUR PERMITS [FOREIGN COMMERCIAL VEHICLES].  Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.352.  Allows for discount or service charge for credit card payment or escrow account, moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter.  Also adds the ability to refuse a permit to a person whom the department has determined to have abused the privilege.
SECTION 97.  Sec. 502.095  [502.354].  ONE-TRIP [SINGLE] OR 30-DAY TRIP PERMITS [; OFFENSE]. Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.354, allows for discount or service charge for credit card payment or escrow account, moves the penalty to penalty subchapter.
SECTION 98.   Revises title of Subchapter D, Chapter 502 to:  VEHICLES NOT ISSUED REGISTRATION [PROCEDURES AND FEES].
SECTION 99.   Sec. 502.140  [502.006].  ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES.  Renumbers Sec. 502.006, and clarifies that the section does not apply for operation in accordance with Sec. 663.037.

SECTION 100.  Sec. 502.141  [502.0071].  GOLF CARTS.   Renumbers Sec. 502.0071.

SECTION 101.   Sec. 502.142  [502.0072].  MANUFACTURED HOUSING.   Renumbers Sec. 502.0072.

SECTION 102.   Sec. 502.143  [502.0073].  OTHER VEHICLES [POWER SWEEPERS].   Renumbers Sec. 502.0073 and consolidates vehicles not required to be registered.

SECTION 103.  Sec. 502.144  [502.0078].  VEHICLES OPERATED ON PUBLIC HIGHWAY SEPARATING REAL PROPERTY UNDER VEHICLE OWNER'S CONTROL.   Renumbers Sec. 502.0078.

SECTION 104.  Sec. 502.145  [502.0079].  VEHICLES OPERATED BY CERTAIN NONRESIDENTS.  Renumbers Sec. 502.0079 and removes limitations on nonresident owners’ trips into the state. 

SECTION 105.  Sec. 502.146  [504.504].  CERTAIN FARM VEHICLES AND DRILLING AND CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT.   Renumbers Sec. 504.054 and clarifies that oil well servicing and drilling machinery are included.
SECTION 106.  Revises the title of Subchapter E, Chapter 502 to ADMINISTRATION OF FEES [SPECIALLY DESIGNATED LICENSE PLATES; EXEMPTIONS FOR GOVERNMENTAL AND QUASI-GOVERNMENTAL VEHICLES].
SECTION 107.  Sec. 502.190  [502.159].  SCHEDULE OF REGISTRATION FEES.     Renumbers Sec. 502.159, and requires the registration fees to be posted on the Internet to enhance customer service.    
SECTION 108.   Sec. 502.191  [502.004].  COLLECTION OF FEES.  Renumbers Sec. 502.004, and allows electronic payment.  The department may offer a discount or collect a fee for electronic funds transfer or by credit or debit card. Allows collection of any vendor fee or service charge.

SECTION 109.   Sec. 502.192.  TRANSFER FEE.   Adds Sec. 502.192, which moves the transfer fee from Sec. 520.032.

SECTION 110.  Sec. 502.193  [502.181].  PAYMENT [OF REGISTRATION FEE] BY CHECK DRAWN AGAINST INSUFFICIENT FUNDS.  Renumbers Sec. 502.181.  Adds the removal of the registration insignia, to that of the license plate, by law enforcement for payment with insufficient funds.

SECTION 111.   Sec. 502.194  [502.182].  CREDIT FOR REGISTRATION FEE PAID ON MOTOR VEHICLE SUBSEQUENTLY DESTROYED.  Renumbers Sec. 502.182 and removes the requirement to send in the license plates for a destroyed vehicle because the plates will go with the owner to the new vehicle.

SECTION 112.   Sec. 502.195  [502.183].  REFUND OF OVERCHARGED REGISTRATION FEE.  Renumbers 502.183 and requires evidence of overcharge to receive a refund.

SECTION 113.  Sec. 502.196  [502.051].  DEPOSIT OF REGISTRATION FEES IN STATE HIGHWAY FUND.  Renumbers Sec. 502.051.

SECTION 114.  Sec. 502.197  [502.101].  REGISTRATION BY MAIL OR ELECTRONIC MEANS;  SERVICE CHARGE.  Renumbers Sec. 502.101.

SECTION 115.    Sec. 502.198  [502.102].  DISPOSITION OF FEES GENERALLY.  Renumbers Sec. 502.102, removes requirement to send receipts since the system is automated.
SECTION 116.    Sec. 502.1981  [502.1025].  CALCULATION OF ADDITIONAL FEE AMOUNTS RETAINED BY A COUNTY.    Renumbers Sec. 502.1025.

SECTION 117.  Sec. 502.1982  [502.103].  DISPOSITION OF OPTIONAL COUNTY ROAD AND BRIDGE FEE.  Renumbers Sec. 502.103 .
SECTION 118.   Sec. 502.1983  [502.106].  DEPOSIT OF FEES IN INTEREST-BEARING ACCOUNT.  Renumbers Sec. 502.106.
SECTION 119.  Sec. 502.1984  [502.107].  INTEREST ON FEES.  Renumbers Sec. 502.107.
SECTION 120.   Sec. 502.1985  [502.108].  USE OF REGISTRATION FEES RETAINED BY COUNTY.   Renumbers Sec. 502.108.

SECTION 121.   Sec. 502.1986  [502.110].  CONTINGENT PROVISION FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FEES BETWEEN STATE AND COUNTIES.   Renumbers Sec. 502.110.

SECTION 122.   Revises the title of Subchapter F, Chapter 502 to  REGULAR REGISTRATION FEES [SPECIALLY DESIGNATED LICENSE PLATES; EXEMPTIONS FOR GOVERNMENTAL AND QUASI-GOVERNMENTAL VEHICLES]

SECTION 123.  Sec. 502.1987  [502.160].  FEE:  MOTORCYCLE OR MOPED .  Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.160.

SECTION 124.   Sec. 502.1988  [502.161].  FEE:  PASSENGER CAR, MUNICIPAL BUS, PRIVATE BUS.   Renumbers Sec. 502.161 and moves definition of “private bus” to Sec. 502.001.

SECTION 125.  Sec. 502.199  [502.162].  FEE:  COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE OR TRUCK-TRACTOR. Renumbers Sec. 502.162, and changes to the DPS definition of gross vehicle weight and deletes the net carrying capacity calculation as it does not provide accurate weight measurement and has been problematic for drivers.

SECTION 126.  Sec. 502.1992  [502.166].  FEE:  TRAILER OR SEMITRAILER.     Renumbers Sec. 502.166, and changes to the DPS definition of gross vehicle weight and deletes the net carrying capacity calculation as it does not provide accurate weight measurement and has been problematic for drivers. Move definitions to Sec. 502.001. Moves rental and travel trailer information to Chapter 504.

SECTION 127.    Sec. 502.1993  [502.167].  TRUCK-TRACTOR OR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE COMBINATION FEE;  SEMITRAILER TOKEN FEE.     Renumbers Sec. 502.167, and changes to the DPS definition of gross vehicle weight and deletes the net carrying capacity calculation as it does not provide accurate weight measurement and has been problematic for drivers. Move definitions to Sec. 502.001.

SECTION 128.   Sec. 502.1994  [502.165].  FEE: ROAD TRACTOR.   Renumbers Sec. 502.165.

SECTION 129.  Revises the title of Subchapter G, Chapter 502 to ADDITIONAL FEES [TEMPORARY REGISTRATION].

SECTION 130.   Sec. 502.1995  [502.1705].  [ADDITIONAL FEE FOR] AUTOMATED REGISTRATION AND TITLING [TITLE] SYSTEM.  Renumbers and clarifies Sec. 502.1705.  
SECTION 131. Sec. 502.1996  [502.1715].  FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY [ADDITIONAL FEE FOR CERTAIN DEPARTMENT] PROGRAMS   Renumbers Sec. 502.1715 and moves the requirement for weekly payment of fees from Sec. 502.104 to this section.

SECTION 132.   Sec. 502.1997  [502.1675].  TEXAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN SURCHARGE.   Renumbers Sec. 502.1675. 
SECTION 133.  Sec. 502.1998  [502.171].  ADDITIONAL FEE FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES USING DIESEL MOTOR.    Renumbers Sec. 502.171.  
SECTION 134.   Sec. 502.1999  [502.170].  ADDITIONAL FEE FOR REFLECTORIZED LICENSE PLATES.    Renumbers Sec. 502.170.

SECTION 135.  Revises the title of Subchapter H, Chapter 502 to OPTIONAL FEES [OFFENSES AND PENALTIES].
SECTION 136.   Sec. 502.200  [502.172].  OPTIONAL COUNTY FEE FOR ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND. Renumbers Sec. 502.172 .  Allows the department to adopt rules for this fee, not limited to being paid by mail.

SECTION 137.  Sec. 502.2001  [502.1725].  OPTIONAL COUNTY FEE FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.    Renumbers Sec. 502.1725 .  Allows the department to adopt rules for this fee, not limited to being paid by mail.

SECTION 138.  Sec. 502.2002  [502.173].  OPTIONAL COUNTY FEE FOR CHILD SAFETY.  Renumbers Sec. 502.173 .
SECTION 139.   Sec. 502.2003  [502.174].  VOLUNTARY ASSESSMENT FOR YOUNG FARMER LOAN GUARANTEES.  Renumbers Sec. 502.174. 
SECTION 140.  Sec. 502.2004  [502.1745].  DONOR EDUCATION, AWARENESS, AND REGISTRY PROGRAM [VOLUNTARY FEE].  Renumbers Sec. 502.1745. 
SECTION 141.  Revises the title of Subchapter I, Chapter 502 to DISCOUNT REGISTRATION FEES [REGISTRATION TRANSFER AND REMOVAL OF LICENSE PLATES FOR THE SALE OR TRANSFER OF USED VEHICLES].
SECTION 142.  Sec. 502.230  [502.1586].  [REGISTRATION PERIOD FOR TRUCK-TRACTOR OR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTING SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.   Renumbers  and clarifies Sec. 502.1586.

SECTION 143. Sec. 502.2301  [502.163].  FEE:  COMMERCIAL FARM MOTOR VEHICLE [USED PRIMARILY FOR FARM PURPOSES;  OFFENSE].  Renumbers Sec. 502.163 and moves the penalty to penalty subchapter.

SECTION 144.   Sec. 502.231  [502.351].  FARM VEHICLES: EXCESS WEIGHT.   Renumbers Sec. 502.351.
SECTION 145.  Sec. 502.232  [502.188].  CERTAIN SOIL CONSERVATION EQUIPMENT.  Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.188.

SECTION 146.  Sec. 502.233  [502.164].  FEE: MOTOR VEHICLE USED EXCLUSIVELY TO TRANSPORT AND SPREAD FERTILIZER.  Renumbers Sec. 502.164.

SECTION 147.  The title of Subchapter J, Chapter 502 is added to read as  REGISTRATIONS EXEMPT FROM FEES.
SECTION 148.   Sec. 502.300  [502.201].  [LICENSE PLATES FOR] EXEMPT VEHICLES.   Renumbers Sec. 502.201.

SECTION 149.   Sec. 502.301  [502.2015].  LIMITATION ON ISSUANCE OF EXEMPT LICENSE PLATES;  SEIZURE OF CERTAIN VEHICLES.     Renumbers Sec. 502.2015.

SECTION 150.  Sec. 502.302 [502.202].  GOVERNMENT-OWNED VEHICLES;  PUBLIC SCHOOL BUSES;  FIRE-FIGHTING VEHICLES;  COUNTY MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT VEHICLES.     Renumbers Sec. 502.202 and clarifies a vehicle is exempt from registration if it is used by law enforcement under an alias for covert criminal investigations. 

SECTION 151.   Sec. 502.303  [502.203].  VEHICLES USED BY NONPROFIT DISASTER RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS.    Renumbers Sec. 502.203.

SECTION 152.   Sec. 502.304  [502.2035].  TRAILERS AND SEMITRAILERS OWNED BY RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS.    Renumbers Sec. 502.2035.

SECTION 153.  Sec. 502.305  [502.204].  EMERGENCY SERVICES VEHICLES.     Renumbers Sec. 502.204.

SECTION 154.  Sec. 502.306  [520.0225].  PERSONS ON ACTIVE DUTY IN ARMED FORCES OF UNITED STATES.   Renumbers Sec. 520.0225.

SECTION 155.  The title of Subchapter K, Chapter 502 is added to read as OFFENSES AND PENALTIES .

SECTION 156.  Sec. 502.401.  GENERAL PENALTY.   Sec. 502.401 is transferred to Subchapter K and updates citations.

SECTION 157.   Sec. 502.402.  OPERATION OF VEHICLE UNDER IMPROPER REGISTRATION [UNREGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE].  Sec. 502.402 is transferred to Subchapter K and moves the penalty to the penalty subchapter.

SECTION 158.    Sec. 502.404.  OPERATION OF VEHICLE WITHOUT [LICENSE PLATE OR] REGISTRATION INSIGNIA.   Sec. 502.404 is transferred to Subchapter K and moves the penalty to penalty subchapter. 
SECTION 159.   Sec. 502.4041.  OPERATION OF ONE-TRIP PERMIT VEHICLE.  Adds Sec. 502.4041 which is the penalty section moved from Sec. 502.354.

SECTION 160.  Sec. 502.409.  The heading is amended to read WRONG, FICTITIOUS, ALTERED, OR OBSCURED INSIGNIA [LICENSE PLATE].
SECTION 161. Sec. 502.409.  WRONG, FICTITIOUS, ALTERED, OR OBSCURED INSIGNIA [LICENSE PLATE].   Amends Sec. 502.409(a) to move the license plate information to Chapter 504.

SECTION 162.
Sec. 502.413.  FOREIGN COMMERCIAL REGISTRATION; OFFENSE. Adds Sec. 502.413 which is the penalty section moved from Sec. 502.353.

Sec. 502.414.  NONRESIDENT-OWNED VEHICLES USED TO TRANSPORT AGRICULTURE PRODUCT; OFFENSE.  Adds Sec. 502.414 which is the penalty section moved from Sec. 502.355.

Sec. 502.415.  COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE USED PRIMARILY FOR AGRICULTURE PURPOSES; OFFENSE.  Adds Sec. 502.415 which is the penalty section moved from Sec. 502.355.

Sec. 502.416.  SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL VEHICLE; OFFENSE.  Adds Sec. 502.416 to make it a penalty to use a seasonal agricultural permit to transport other than agricultural products. 

SECTION 163.   Sec. 502.417  [520.014].  VIOLATION BY COUNTY ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR;  PENALTY. Renumbers Sec. 520.014.
SECTION 164.   The title of Subchapter L, Chapter 502 is added to read as REGISTRATION AND TRANSFER OF USED VEHICLES.
SECTION 165.  Sec. 502.451.  TRANSFER OF VEHICLE REGISTRATION [AND REMOVAL OF LICENSE PLATES].    Amends Sec. 502.451 to move license plated information to Chapter 504.

SECTION 166.  Sec. 502.454.  TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE PURCHASED [IN A PRIVATE PARTY TRANSACTION].   Clarifies Sec. 502.454 and removes restriction of where a vehicle may travel during the 5-day period.

SECTION 167.    Sec. 504.001.  DEFINITIONS. Amends Sec. 504.001(a) to include definitions for “seller” and “purchaser.”

SECTION 168.   Sec. 504.0011  [504.004].  RULES [AND FORMS].    Renumbers and clarifies Sec. 504.004.

SECTION 169.  Sec. 504.002.  [PROVISIONS OF] GENERAL PROVISIONS [APPLICABILITY].    Amends Sec. 504.002 to move specialty plate information to 504.009 and to move the authorization to prepare the design and the specifications for license plates from Sec. 502.052.

SECTION 170.  Sec. 504.005  [504.103].  DESIGN AND ALPHANUMERIC PATTERN.  Renumbers Sec. 504.103 and clarifies that the department has control of over the designs and patterns for all plates.

SECTION 171.    Sec. 504.006. [502.052].   DESIGN OF LICENSE PLATES.   Renumbers Sec. 502.052 and removes the requirement that the purchase of reflectorized material be submitted to the Comptroller.  

SECTION 172.  Sec. 504.007  [502.053].  COST OF MANUFACTURING [LICENSE PLATES OR REGISTRATION INSIGNIA].    Renumbers Sec. 502.053, removes the requirement that TDCJ print the insignia since it no longer does this, and removes the requirement that the profit for TDCJ not be less than from 1974. 

SECTION 173.  

Sec. 504.008.  REPLACEMENT OF LICENSE PLATE.   Adds Sec. 504.008 to provide for the replacement of lost, stolen or mutilated plates which was moved from Sec. 502.184.  Provides for reasonable replacement fees.
Sec. 504.009.  SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES.  Adds Sec. 504.009 which has information moved from Section 504.002.

SECTION 174.  Sec. 504.010  [504.003].  SOUVENIR LICENSE PLATES.   Renumbers Sec. 504.003, and removes the statutory minimum for purchase of souvenir plates.  The minimum will be determined by the department. This will provide the department with the flexibility to provide enhanced customer service.
SECTION 175.   Sec. 504.011.  ISSUANCE OF LICENSE PLATE.  Adds  Sec. 504.011 and moves information from Sec. 502.180.  Issuance of one set of license plates during a seven year period will provide more consistency across the state, reduce unnecessary costs, and supports the departments “needs replacement” program. 
SECTION 176.     Sec. 504.101.  PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES.  Amends Sec. 504.101 to allow personalized license plates until September 1, 2009. 
SECTION 177.   Sec. 504.201.  PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.     Amends Sec. 504.201(b), (d), and (g) to change terminology from two tons to 18,000 pounds.

SECTION 178.  Sec. 504.202.  VETERANS WITH DISABILITIES.  Amends Sec. 504.202(b) to change terminology from two tons to 18,000 pounds.

SECTION 179.  Sec. 504.203.  ISSUANCE OF DISABLED LICENSE PLATES TO CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS.  Amends Sec. 504.203(b) to allow for an electronic application.

SECTION 180.  Sec. 504.3011.  DESIGN OF CERTAIN LICENSE PLATES FOR THE MILITARY.    Amends Sec. 504.3011 to restrict military plates’ design as provided by the Department of Defense. Provides clarification for the department in the design of military plates. 
SECTION 181.   Sec. 504.315.  MILITARY SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES FOR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE.  Amends Sec. 504.315 (d) to remove requirement that “Pearl Harbor Survivor” plates be consecutively numbered.  No other plate has the requirement to be consecutively numbered and this will allow flexibility in the processing of new plates.
SECTION 182.   Sec. 504.400.  FEES FOR CERTAIN RESTRICTED PLATES.   Adds Sec. 504.400 to consolidate statutes regarding the issuance of three sets of license plates without charge.  Provides clarification and simplification of the statute.  
SECTION 183.  Sec. 504.401.  STATE OFFICIALS.   Amends Sec. 504.401 to delete reference to three sets of license plates.

SECTION 184.   Sec. 504.402.  MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.   Amends Sec. 504.402 to delete reference to three sets of license plates.

SECTION 185.  Sec. 504.403.  STATE AND FEDERAL JUDGES.   Amends Sec. 504.403 to delete reference to three sets of license plates.
SECTION 186.  Sec. 504.403.  STATE AND FEDERAL JUDGES.   Amends Sec. 504.403 to clarify that a judge of a court of appeals is a judge of one of the 14 Courts of Appeals of Texas.

SECTION 187.  Sec. 504.404.  FEDERAL ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES.   Amends Sec. 504.404 to delete reference to three sets of license plates.

SECTION 188.   Sec. 504.405.  COUNTY JUDGES.  Amends Sec. 504.405 to delete reference to three sets of license plates.

SECTION 189.   Sec. 504.406.  TEXAS CONSTABLES.   Clarifies Sec. 504.406 to conform with Sec. 504.400.
SECTION 190.  Sec. 504.4061  [504.412].  FOREIGN ORGANIZATION VEHICLES.   Renumbers Sec. 504.412 and deletes the five year license plate period for Foreign Organization vehicles.

SECTION 191.  Revises the title of Subchapter F, Chapter 504 to  SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES WITH RESTRICTED DISTRIBUTION AND REGULAR LICENSE PLATE FEES [FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES].  
SECTION 192.   Sec. 504.414  [504.509].  VEHICLES CARRYING MOBILE AMATEUR RADIO EQUIPMENT.   Renumbers Sec. 504.509.

SECTION 193.    Sec. 504.501.  CLASSIC MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAVEL TRAILERS.  Amends the title of Sec. 504.501.

SECTION 194.  Sec. 504.501.  CLASSIC MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAVEL TRAILERS.   Clarifies Sec. 504.501(a).  to reflect that separate classes of Classic vehicle plates are no longer made and adds Travel trailers.   
SECTION 195.   Sec. 504.502.  ANTIQUE [CERTAIN EXHIBITION] VEHICLES; OFFENSE.  Amends the title of Sec. 504.502.

SECTION 196.   Sec. 504.502.  ANTIQUE [CERTAIN EXHIBITION] VEHICLES; OFFENSE.   Amends Sec. 504.502(b) and (g) to reflect that separate classes of antique vehicle plates are no longer made and moves the penalty to penalty subchapter.
SECTION 197.  Sec. 504.503.  MUNICIPAL, MOTOR, AND PRIVATE BUSES.    Amends Sec. 504.503 to move the definition of  “motor bus” to Sec. 502.001.
SECTION 198.  Sec. 504.506.  [CERTAIN] LOG LOADER VEHICLES.   Amends the title of Sec. 504.506.

SECTION 199.   Sec. 504.507.  FORESTRY VEHICLES.  No Change.  
SECTION 200. 

Sec. 504.511  [504.407].  PEACE OFFICERS WOUNDED OR KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY.  Renumbers Sec. 504.407.
Sec. 504.512  [504.408].  GOLD STAR MOTHER, SPOUSE, OR FAMILY MEMBER.  Renumbers Sec. 504.408.
Sec. 504.513  [504.409].  VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS.  Renumbers Sec. 504.409.
Sec. 504.514  [504.410].  EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PERSONNEL.  Renumbers Sec. 504.410.
Sec. 504.515  [504.411].  HONORARY CONSULS.  Renumbers Sec. 504.411.
SECTION 201.   Sec. 504.516.  RENTAL TRAILER OR TRAVEL TRAILER FEE:  TRAILER OR SEMITRAILER.   Adds Sec.504.516 to provide for rental and travel trailer fees and simplifies the information moved from Sec. 502.166.  
SECTION 202.  Sec. 504.614.  PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAM LICENSE PLATES.    Amends Sec. 504.614(a) to make the deposit and plates sold consistent with Sec. 504.702.

SECTION 203.   Sec. 504.615.  COLLEGIATE LICENSE PLATES.  Amends Sec. 504.615(a) and (d) to make the deposit and plates sold consistent with Sec. 504.702.

SECTION 204.    Sec. 504.616.  TEXAS READS LICENSE PLATES.    Clarifies Sec. 504.616(a).

SECTION 205.     Sec. 504.647.  FIGHT TERRORISM LICENSE PLATES.   Clarifies Sec. 504.647(a).

SECTION 206.   Sec. 504.659  [504.413].  MEMBERS OF AMERICAN LEGION.   Renumbers Sec. 504.413.

SECTION 207.    Sec. 504.702.  SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES AUTHORIZED AFTER JANUARY 1, 1999.   Amends Sec. 504.702 to move and change the information from deleted Sec.504.701. Eliminates the pre-selling of non-profit plates as they are no longer centralized, making the logistics of pre-selling plates problematic. Sets the number of plates to be issued before the return of deposit and the deposit amount as the same for all non-profit plates.

SECTION 208.  Sec. 504.801.  CREATION OF NEW SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES BY THE DEPARTMENT.   Amends Sec. 504.801(a), (b), (h), and (i), to remove the department’s option to charge a lower fee for a redesign, and clarifies that the organization must be non-profit.

SECTION 209.   Sec. 504.851.  CONTRACT WITH PRIVATE VENDOR.    Clarifies Sec. 504.851 to allow the department to contract with a vendor for the exclusive sale of personalized general issue plates.  Allow for the sale of other specialty plates. Allow for the sale of specialty license plates for varying periods, including permanent and through an auction.  Allows the department to continue the program if the vendor ceases operation until a new vendor commences operation.

SECTION 210. Adds Subchapter K, Chapter 504 to read TRANSFER AND REMOVAL OF LICENSE PLATES.
SECTION 211.     Sec. 504.901 [502.451].  TRANSFER [OF VEHICLE REGISTRATION] AND REMOVAL OF LICENSE PLATES.   Renumbers and clarifies Sec. 502.451.  Includes license plates moved from Chapter 502. Contains transfer information from Sec. 502.452(a) and Sec. 502.455.   
SECTION 212. 
Adds Subchapter L, Chapter 504 to read OFFENSES AND PENALTIES.
Sec. 504.941.  ANTIQUE VEHICLES; OFFENSE.     Adds Sec. 504.941 to include offenses moved from Sec. 504.502.

Sec. 504.942.  LOG LOADER VEHICLES; PENALTIES.  Adds Sec. 504.942 to include offenses moved from Sec. 504.506.

Sec. 504.943.  OPERATION OF VEHICLE WITHOUT LICENSE PLATE.  Adds Sec. 504.943 to include offenses moved from Sec. 504.404. 
SECTION 213.   Sec. 504.944  [502.408].  OPERATION OF VEHICLE WITH WRONG LICENSE PLATE. Renumbers Sec. 502.408.

SECTION 214.     Sec. 504.945.  WRONG, FICTITIOUS, ALTERED, OR OBSCURED LICENSE PLATE.   Adds Sec. 504.945 to consolidate offenses moved from Sec. 502.409.
SECTION 215.  Revises the title of Subchapter A, Chapter 520 to read GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SECTION 216.  Sec. 520.003.  RULES.  Adds Sec. 520.003 to allow the department to adopt rules for the chapter. 

SECTION 217.  Sec. 520.004.  DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES.   Adds Sec. 520.004 to state the department has jurisdiction over the registration, titling, and the issuance of license plates to motor vehicles and establish standards for service quality.  
SECTION 218.   Sec. 520.005  [501.137].  DUTY OF COUNTY ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR.  Renumbers  Sec. 501.137.  
SECTION 219.   Sec. 520.006 [502.109].  COMPENSATION OF ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR.    Clarifies and renumbers Sec. 502.109. 

SECTION 220.  Sec. 520.007  [502.111].  COUNTY BRANCH OFFICES.    Renumbers Sec. 502.111 and the title is changed to specify that it applies to “county” branch offices. 

SECTION 221.   Sec. 520.008  [502.114].  FULL-SERVICE DEPUTIES.   Renumbers Sec. 502.114 and updates citation.

SECTION 222.   Sec. 520.009  [502.113].  LIMITED-SERVICE DEPUTIES.  Renumbers Sec. 502.113 and updates citation.

SECTION 223.    Sec. 520.0091  [502.112].  DEPUTY ASSESSOR-COLLECTORS.   Renumbers Sec. 502.112.

SECTION 224.   Sec. 520.0092  [501.136].  ACTS BY DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR.   Renumbers Sec. 501.136 and updates citation.

SECTION 225.  Sec. 520.0093  [520.002].  LEASE OF ADDITIONAL COMPUTER EQUIPMENT.   Renumbers Sec. 520.002.    
SECTION 226.  Renames Subchapter B, Chapter 520, to read  ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS [MOTOR NUMBER RECORD REQUIREMENTS].
SECTION 227.   
 Sec. 520.024.  REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION CONSOLIDATION STUDY.   Adds Sec. 520.024 to provide for the department and DPS to conduct a study on registration and inspection consolidation.   
Sec. 520.025.  MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION OF SHARED INFORMATION STUDY.  Adds Sec. 520.025 to provide for the department and DPS to conduct a study on merging or consolidating shared information.  

SECTION 228.  Sec. 520.026  [520.036].  GENERAL PENALTY.    Renumbers Sec. 520.036.
SECTION 229.  Sec. 520.051.  DEFINITIONS.    Amends Sec. 520.051 to provide for an electronic title record.

SECTION 230.   Sec. 681.003.  PARKING PLACARD APPLICATION.  Amends Sec. 681.003 to require a fee only for a temporary placard.
SECTION 231. Repeals Sections 
(1)
· 501.026  (no longer applicable as the export only Sec. 501.099 is repealed),

· 501.075 (no longer applicable; most requirements for notarization have been removed; if notary is required, it is stated in the statute),

· 501.076(f) (Removes some of the portions of the section which refer to the agency relationship and power of attorney as these are established in other law),

· 501.091(4) (Reference to export vehicles has been removed to be consistent with the repeal of Sec. 501.099.) 

· 501.094 (moved substance to Sec. 501.092),

· 501.099 (repeals export only section as it requires innocent purchaser to get a court order for title),

· 501.133 (no longer necessary as there are now dealer reassignments),

· 501.134(e) and (f)  (the requirement to return a recovered title will not be necessary with electronic titling, and historically recovered titles are never turned in.)
(2)

· 502.007 (mopeds are now combined with motorcycles in Sec. 502.160),

· 502.0074 (moved to Sec. 502.001),

· 502.0075 (moved to Sec. 502.001),

· 502.008 (largely redundant by Chapter 730 and technology had replaced mandated access lines),

· 502.104 (moved weekly payments to Sec. 502.1715),

· 502.105 (report no longer necessary as it is available electronically),

· 502.1535 (contains same information as Sec. 502.009),

· 502.154(report has not been prepared),

· 502.1585 (merged with Sec. 502.022),

· 502.168 (merged with Sec. 504.503),
· 502.175 (transfer fee repealed, but not removed from the Transportation Code.  The $2.50 transfer fee replaced the $1.00 fee),

· 502.177 (removed minimum registration fee of $5),

· 502.187 (only four parade registrations were issued in 2007),

· 502.206 (merged with Sec. 502.202),

· 502.271 (redundant with Sec. 504.610), 

· 502.2862 (moved to Secs. 502.0073 and 502.001), 

· 502.2971 (redundant with Sec. 504.404),

· 502.403 (added to Sec. 502.402),

· 502.407(c)  (merged penalty with other penalties in subchapter),

· 502.412(c), (merged penalty with other penalties in subchapter),

· 502.452 (moved to Sec. 502.451),

· 502.453 (remove transfer fee of $5),
· 502.454(c)  (removes one trip requirement)
· 502.455 (moved to Sec. 502.451),

(3)

· 504.401(b) (remove reference to three sets of plates)

· 504.402(b) (remove reference to three sets of plates)

· 504.403(b) (remove reference to three sets of plates)

· 504.404(b) (remove reference to three sets of plates)

· 504.405(b) ((remove reference to three sets of plates)

· 504.5011 (merged with Sec. 504.501),

· 504.502(j)  (move penalty to penalty subchapter)

· 504.506(f)  (move penalty to penalty subchapter)

· 504.507(c)   (move “forestry vehicle” definition to Sec. 502.001)

· 504.508(d) (definition moved to Sec. 502.001),

· 504.510 (deleted as population parameters no long fits any county),

· 504.620 as passed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., Ch. 1320, Sec. 6 (duplicates another plate also passed that year)

· 504.624, 504.629,  504.634, 504.643, 504.649, 504.650, 504.653, and 504.655 (plates have been sunset),

· 504.701 (information has been merged into Secs. 504.614, 504.6015, and 504.702),

· 504.702(c)  (Eliminates the pre-selling of non-profit plates as they are no longer centralized, making the logistics of pre-selling plates problematic.)
· 504.801(h)  (deletes the subsection that allows to vary the design of a license plate to accommodate use on a motor vehicle other than a passenger car or light truck)
· 504.851(e) and (k)   (removes the requirement for the department to certify to the comptroller the estimate associated with the evaluation of competitive sealed proposals by a vendor for the issuance or renewal of personalized license plates or specialty license plates.)

(4)  

· 520.013 (this section is incorrect as vehicles that are titled by motor number (1955 and prior) are required to apply for a correct title using the assigned number as the identification number)

(5)
· Repeals Subchapter C, Chapter 520 (sections have been moved to other subchapters).
(6)
· Repeals Subchapter D, Chapter 520 (sections have been moved to other subchapters).
SECTION 232.  The change in law made by this Act applies only to an offense committed on or after January 1, 2013.
SECTION 233.   If any other Act is passed relating to the revision of fees,  to the extent of any conflict between this Act and the other Act, the other Act prevails.

SECTION 234.  “This Act takes (sic) as soon as possible but no later than January 1, 2013.”
