TxDMV Registration Sticker Talking Points

The following are talking points to serve as a guide for the introduction of the new vehicle registration sticker and renewal notice in your county.
· Our county tax office and the TxDMV are committed to making vehicle registration fast and easy. We know your time is valuable, and we respect that. 

· The TxDMV has listened to customers’ requests, and is issuing an improved registration sticker that allows you to see the expiration date from inside your vehicle. They also are sending out new registration renewal notices that are labeled TxDMV.

· The TxDMV began operations as a new state agency in November 2009, and since then it’s been exhausting the existing stock of stickers and renewal notices that say Texas Department of Transportation. Now both the sticker and the renewal notice will clearly be marked with the logo of our newest state agency, TxDMV.

· Everyone who owns a vehicle in Texas is familiar with this blue and white sticker that resides on the driver’s side windshield. But not a lot of Texans know exactly what the sticker represents.

· There are more than 21 million registered vehicles in Texas – the second highest in the nation - and funds from registration generate over $1 billion dollars each year. This money is used to help build and maintain our state’s highways, roads and bridges. 

· What’s more, approximately 30 percent of all of the registration fees collected in each county stay within that county and help fund important local transportation and safety programs. 

· So, in our county, whether you renew your registration sticker online, a substation, or at our office, a portion of your fee is going to work in your own backyard.

· Your registration sticker does some very important things:  it displays the county you live in; and it matches the registration sticker to the vehicle’s license plate and, partially, to the vehicle’s identification number, or VIN.  It’s kind of amazing when you think about that each one of more than 21 million registration stickers printed annually is customized for every individual car or truck in the state. There are no two registration stickers that are exactly alike. 
· And, while it may not seem all that important to you, this personally customized sticker helps keep you, and your vehicle, safer. If a sticker doesn’t match the license plate or VIN, law enforcement is going to wonder why –it’s an important tool in helping identify stolen vehicles. In the case of an accident, if a victim’s identification isn’t readily available, the registration sticker can help identify the vehicle owner. 
· The TxDMV has made it easier for everyone to check that date and love their state – no more “I’m late because I couldn’t see the date” excuses . . . So, be sure and Put Texas in your corner and keep your registration sticker current . . . it really does benefit each and every one of us.
